
Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State

The Department for Transport

15th December 2021

Dear Secretary of State,

We are writing as elected representatives of the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames to
urge you, in the strongest possible terms, to reach a long-term, sustainable funding
settlement between Transport for London (TfL) and your Department.

We are extremely disappointed that an agreement was not reached last weekend and we
remain deeply concerned about the future of the delivery of key highways projects in our
borough; particularly those relating to the Healthy Streets programme. Our residents deserve
streets that are safe, well maintained and unpolluted. The failure of your department and TfL
to come to an agreement puts this in jeopardy.

It is essential that an appropriate level of funding is made available to our Borough from the
17th December onwards and that this is committed for at least 3 years. This will enable us to
continue delivering the greener, safer, healthier, climate-resilient streets that the Government
has made a central plank of its vision for transport in the UK.

Most urgently, we want to see a fair and sustainable settlement reached beyond 17th
December so we can complete in-flight schemes and plan the delivery of future schemes for
our residents. Going forward, we believe the current manner in which funding is negotiated
needs to change. We would like to add our support to calls for the funding for Healthy
Streets projects and similar schemes, which is accessed by London Boroughs, to be
decoupled from the wider funding negotiations with Transport for London.

London boroughs such as ours have been at the forefront of delivery of the Healthy Streets
and sustainable travel agenda in recent years, and being caught up in this wider funding
negotiation with TfL is holding us back unnecessarily and preventing us from delivering our
targets to cut carbon and improve air quality. We also want London highway authorities to be
eligible to bid for other pots of funding from your Department, notably those that relate to the
second Cycling & Walking Infrastructure Strategy (CWIS).

Thank you in advance for considering the points we have raised and we look forward to a
speedy response given the precarious funding position we are facing in the current financial
year and beyond.

Yours sincerely,



Rt Hon Sir Edward Davey MP Sarah Olney MP
MP for Kingston and Surbiton MP for Richmond Park

Councillor Andreas Kirsch Councillor Stephanie Archer
Leader of the Council Portfolio Holder for the Environment
Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames and Sustainable Transport

Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames


